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Y2K has arrived and the Chattahoochee River is still flowing!
The dawn of the new millenium seems a fitting time to

pause and examine the state of our river. What is the condition
of the Chattahoochee? How do we assess existing and emerging
threats to the river?

The first step in answering such questions is to determine
what we do know about the Chattahoochee. Specifically, who is
collecting data and where, and are those data sufficient to form a
basis for making sound policy decisions affecting the river?

While monitoring may seem mundane compared to prose-
cuting polluters, it is in fact one of the most effective river
protection tools available to citizens, scientists and officials.
Through data collection and analysis, we can gauge the “behav-
ior” of the Chattahoochee, consider short and long-term trends,
and make sound management decisions based on the best avail-
able understanding of the river system.

ABCs of Stream Monitoring
The goal of the 1972 federal Clean Water Act is “to restore the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the nation’s waters.”
Accordingly, to measure this goal, the chemical, physical and bio-
logical parameters of water must all be monitored.

Chemical monitoring focuses on chemical parameters in the
water such as pesticides, metals, and nutrients, all of which may
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Citizen Soil Watch Workshops
City of Dahlonega Feb. 24
Cobb County March 30
Douglas County April 25
Call 404-352-9828, ext. 16.

Tree Planting at Soque River Restoration Site March 11
In Habersham County. Call 770-538-2619.

4th Saturday River Cleanups with Mar-Nov
Capt. Harlan Trammell.
Call 404-352-9828, ext. 29

Community Watershed Workshop March 14
Contact Alice Champagne – call 404-352-9828, ext. 16

Southeastern Lakes Management Conference March 22-25
Columbus, GA – call 770-427-8794.

River Adventure Outings for Members April-Nov
Check our web page and Spring RiverChat for details.

adversely affect our waters. An example of physical monitoring
includes stream temperature or flow regime (or pattern). Heated
water, for instance, entering a stream from warmed pavement or
from a power plant, is considered “thermal” pollution, which can

affect the type and success of aquatic life living in a stream or river
as well as certain chemical reactions.

Biological monitoring directly samples the organisms (or “crit-
ters”) that live in a stream as an indicator of continuous instream
conditions. Like a “canary in a coal mine,” fish or aquatic insects
can be sampled to represent the integrated physical and chemi-
cal conditions in a waterway, and provide clues to the condition
of a stream that may be overlooked by periodic chemical and
physical monitoring. A comprehensive monitoring program exam-
ines chemical, physical and biological parameters.
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99X 5TH ANNUAL
CHINESE NEW YEAR CONCERT

February 26
at the Fox

See Taking the Pulse, page 6

DON’T MISS

Citizen monitoring group nets biological data in Rottenwood Creek


